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When Rainie rushes an injured dog to a clinic, sheÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s appalled to recognize the veterinarian,

Jake Sheffield. So not fair. His memory has haunted her for over a decade. And then he showed up

at her Shadowlands BDSM club. And now, he owns the veterinary clinic? The Gods of Cruelty must

be laughing at her.Master Jake is sophisticated, wealthy, and gorgeous. RainieÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s a fluffy,

ex-slum-rat. HeÃ¢â‚¬â„¢d never be with a woman like her. Besides, sheÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s been burned

enough times that she wonÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t get serious about any man. Sure, the BDSM club trainees are

supposed to be seeking a permanent Dom, but no harm, no foulÃ¢â‚¬â€•the Masters donÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t

need to know the truth.As a Shadowlands Master, Jake watches out for all the trainees. But one is

special. Lush body, a gift for living life to the fullest, always laughing or smiling. Now heÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s

learned she also has a big heart. Although Rainie trips all his switches, sheÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s avoided him

since the moment she arrivedÃ¢â‚¬Â¦and he let her have that play. But when she lies to him about

her goals, he knows the time has come for a Master to take an active part in her training.
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I've been wanting to read about Jake ever since he turned up in a snippet Cherise wrote as a blog



post where he did a role-play with the blog's reporter as Santa. He just seemed to have a real fun

side to him, and this is again evident in his and Rainie's story Show Me Baby. Some of her stories

have a harder edge (especially ones about sadists!) but this one was lighter. Rainie did have some

significant hangups and we found that Jake did, also. Part of it was due to well-intentioned but poor

guidance from their respective mentors. In Rainie's case, she suffered a string of losses and hurts

that made it very hard for her to trust her emotions to anyone. She is open and loving and

supportive of others but can't seem to accept that she is worth the same care from them in return.

When Jake finally has his eyes opened to the problem, he forces her to face her demons. It is a love

story with a Dom who is more than just a rich handsome guy, and a BBW who loves easily despite

having been hurt badly. Along the way to their HEA are some rip-snorting BDSM scenes as only

Cherise can write them, some really funny moments at a batchelor and batchelorette night and a

double wedding, and a couple of really satisfying smackdowns.I had worries about it being a

novella, because Cherise's Masters of the Shadowlands books have tended to be fairly long, but it

is a fully developed story and a satisfying read. All of our favorite characters from the Shadowlands

appear at least briefly. This story can hold its head up with other books in the series, given that it is

a novella.Thanks Cherise, for another great couple!

As this series has progressed now to the 9th book the emotional depth of each one also has

increased. These arenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t just about MasterÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s and Subs, they are

about the people behind those roles ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€œ their jobs, their friends, their at times

heartbreaking pasts that have messed with their heads and self images of themselves.Jake and

Rainie story also had the bonus of Gabi and Marcus and Sally, Galen and Vance's

bachelor/bachelorette parties and their combined weddings. Most of the previous characters also

make appearances with Master Z still being his meddling self : ) . Always great to be back with the

gang from Shadowlands and Cherise never disappoints in her stories.

For those of us who are Cherise Sinclair groupies, which I definitely am, the Shadowlands is our

happy place. ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s a place where men and women learn about living a life filled with

passion and love. The members of Shadowlands are a family and the reader is the lucky voyeur. So

when I heard that Ms. Sinclair was going to contribute a Shadowlands novella to the inspired 1001

Dark Nights collection, you know I was pre-ordering that book. I stalked my e-reader until the book

magically appeared and then God help the person who interrupted my reading.As soon as I began

reading, I was reminded of why I love this series. I fell in love with the heroine as soon as Rainie



stepped out into the rain to save a stray dog. While I have loved all the women in this series, I must

confess that Rainie is probably my favorite because I can relate to her the most. Her doubts about

her worth hit too close to home. Add in her plus size and the resulting feelings of inadequacy, and

well, letÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s just say I get it. Yet, Rainie still worked hard to overcome her past and

you couldnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t help but admire and cheer for her.Jake is everything I have come to

expect from a ShadowlandsÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ master ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€œ commanding, alpha,

smart, sexy, yet still caring and loving. But Jake has his own demons to overcome, most notably

that even the strongest Dom can lean on his submissive and yet still be a Dom.The relationship

between Jake and Rainie was so believable that I forgot these were fictional characters. I found

myself shedding more than a few tears as Jake used his role as her Dom, to help Rainie learn to

love herself. The harder Jake worked to help Rainie, the more I admired him. His protective and

loving nature only made me fall further in love with him.In addition to these overwhelming emotional

scenes, it wouldnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t be a Shadowlands story if there werenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t hot,

wild and passionate BDSM scenes. Ms. Sinclair is a genius when it comes to writing sex scenes

that leave the reader hot and bothered. She has an amazing ability to describe the D/s relationship

in such a manner as to help you understand why someone would want to live this lifestyle.The

reader was also gifted with the return of the characters that make the Shadowlands the phenomenal

series it is. It is always wonderful to revisit with these men and women who have wormed their way

into my heart. I love seeing how their relationships have grown and seeing where they are

today.The writing in Show Me, Baby is everything I have come to expect from Ms. Sinclair. There is

drama and emotions to keep you on the edge of your seat, but with enough humor to prevent you

from being overwhelmed. It takes a special kind of author to write a book that will make you cry one

page and laugh out loud on another. The dialogue is so natural that I can actually hear the

characters speaking. You will find yourself so lost in the story that time will just slip away.With each

addition to the Shadowlands, I swear that the newest is my favorite and so I will claim Show Me,

Baby is my new favorite. Ms. Sinclair is a master technician at writing stories with so much heart

and soul that once you begin reading, you wonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t be able to stop until the final

page. Now that this book is finished I begin the requisite guessing game of who will be featured in

the next installment. Hopefully, Ms. Sinclair will never run out of characters to write about.

This book is likely my favorite in the series. Probably because I identify so much with Rainie.

Growing up poor, self worth/esteem issues. Self sacrificing, wanting to help everyone, being a bit of

a dork, being a plus sized woman, in all these things I saw myself. Cherise hit it out of the park



when she created Master Jake. Sure, like most of the Doms he's a ripped hottie with a heart of gold

deep inside, but he's so much more than the sum of his parts. Their dynamic together was

believable, their relationship issues felt real and were well written and well explored. A well crafted

story start to finish, bringing in all our favorites from previous stories, a real gift. And maybe a few

breadcrumbs to follow for the future. If you're reading one BDSM book this summer, this might be

the one to choose.
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